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FAVORITE  
THINGS
Three South Florida Tastemakers, whose creative 
contributions have influenced South Florida style, 
share some of the tastes that have influenced them.

MY  

BY ELYSE RANART
FASHION DIRECTOR
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RICKHOWARD
Rick Howard, president of Sklar Furnishings in Boca Raton, is passionate about 

design and creating new products. Since opening Kinetics Furniture in 1971, 
he has worked with architects and designers throughout North America and 

Europe to design and produce innovative furnishings. He created Sklar in 2002 to 
help customers make their dream home a reality. “We are more interested in our 
FXVWRPHUV·�YLVLRQ�RI�KRZ�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�OLYH�WKDQ�RXU�LGHD�RI�ZKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�OLNH�µ�KH�
VD\V��+RZDUG·V�RZQ�YLVLRQ�LQFOXGHV�VXUURXQGLQJ�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�ÀQH�GHVLJQ��ÀQH�WDVWHV�
and cutting-edge technology, as evidenced by some of his favorite things.

Sports cars, especially from Porsche

New technology,  

like the iPad

%DXKDXV�LQÁXHQFHG�IXUQLWXUH��OLNH�
the iconic Barcelona chair“Scuba diving…to 

photograph all the wonderful 

biodiversity found in our 

PDJQLÀFHQW�UHHIV�µ

“I love the design process 

in all of its phases, from 

FRQFHSW�WR�FUHDWLRQ�µ

Contemporary architecture with 

its clean simple lines

“Cooking! I love to 

imagine and create 

D�VHQVDWLRQDO�GLVK�µ

´,�ORYH�REVHUYLQJ�QDWXUH·V�
wonders, from the 

waterfall at Yosemite 

National Park to the 

breathtaking view from a 

mountaintop on a sunny, 

IUHVK�SRZGHU�GD\�µ

Fine champagne
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ROBINLEVINSON
Robin Levinson of Levinson Jewelers in Fort Lauderdale takes pride in customizing current 

WUHQGV� WR�ÀW�HDFK� LQGLYLGXDO·V�SHUVRQDO�VW\OH��7KH�FKLF�DQG�VDYY\�HQWUHSUHQHXU�KDV�EHHQ�
helping customers create their own classic yet contemporary looks since 1983, when she 

and husband, Mark, opened Levinson Jewelers in a South Florida jewelry exchange. Today, they 
own one of the leading independent jewelry stores in the country, thanks to an eye for style and a 
dedication to customer service. It seems Robin Levinson brings that same love of design and care 
for others into her own life. “My favorite things are spending time with my family, the companionship 
RI�JRRG�IULHQGV�DQG�JLYLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�6RXWK�)ORULGD�FRPPXQLW\�E\�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�ORFDO�FKDULWLHV�µ�VKH�
says. Here are a few other favorites:

“I love writing notes 

with my David 

2VFDUVRQ�SHQ�µFavorite novel: The 

Kitchen House by 

.DWKOHHQ�*ULVVRP�

Diamonds with a 

great cut, like the 

classic step cut, 

“which shows a lot 

of depth, dimension 

DQG�SHUVRQDOLW\�µ

´,�ORYH�ÀQH�DFFHVVRULHV��
like this alligator 

and pave diamond 

EHOW�,�GHVLJQHG�µ

Spending time 

in Aspen, “a 

great place to 

KLNH�DQG�ELNH�µ

“I adore my dogs, 

Coco, Daisy, Meli 

DQG�/XF\�µ

“I enjoy watches for their 

intricacies…like my Backes 

& Strauss Piccadilly 

gold and diamond 

ZDWFK�IRU�HYHQLQJ�µ

“Collecting 

SHUIXPH�ERWWOHV�µ�

“One of my favorite 

things is a pair of 

hanging earrings with 

URXJK�FXW�GLDPRQGV�µ
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“I love making my clients 

happy! And of course, I 

ORYH�1HLPDQ�0DUFXV�µ

KATIEWRIGHT
Katie Wright, style advisor for Neiman Marcus Boca Raton, grew up in Eastern 

Europe (Transylvania, actually), watching old movies (Gone With the Wind, 
My Fair Lady), reading romance novels (Pride and Prejudice) and dreaming of 

WKH�ZRUOG�RI�JODPRXU�DQG�KLJK�IDVKLRQ��´7KHVH�ÀOPV�DQG�VWDUV�LQVSLUHG�PH�WR�FUHDWH�
an eclectic sense of style, get involved in the fashion industry and help my clients 
IHHO�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW�WKH�QHZ�WUHQGV�DQG�ORRNV�µ�VKH�VD\V��´7KLV�VKDUHG�SDVVLRQ�LV�
ZK\�,�FDPH�WR�1HLPDQ�0DUFXV�µ�:ULJKW·V�ÁDLU�IRU�VW\OH�FRPHV�WKURXJK�FOHDUO\�LQ�KHU�
selection of treasures.

“I love designer 

shoes – and the 

higher the heel 

WKH�EHWWHU�µ

 “I love a timeless, 

classic Giorgio 

Armani Tuxedo 

IRU�D�ZRPDQ�µ�

$�JUHDW�ÀWWLQJ�SDLU�RI�
jeans, like The Looker 

Grand Sophie style 

from Mother Denim

Stone Crabs  

²��´7KH\�GLGQ·W�
have these back 

LQ�7UDQV\OYDQLD�µ

Tinted 

Moisturizer 

from Le Metier 
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Traveling abroad

Classic movies, 

especially the 

black and whites


